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Biology 317 Ecology Syllabus
Instructor: Ching-Yu Huang
Office: [Removed]
Office Hours: [Removed]
Classroom: [Removed]
Lecture hours: [Removed]

Email: cyhuang@vcu.edu

Course Description
BIOL 317 is a 3 credit hours course that is designed for science major students. It is an introduction to
the basic principles of ecology, including interactions among organisms and influences of the physical
environment.
Course goals
By the end of the course you should be able to:
- Develop an understanding of basic ecological principles.
- Develop an appreciation of the complexity, diversity and structure of ecological systems.
- Apply our growing knowledge of ecology to situations in everyday life.
- Recognize ourselves as a part of our ecosystems and explore how humankind impacts nature, and how
nature impacts us.
Course Objectives
1. Know the basic concepts of population, community and ecosystem ecology.
2. Be able to clearly speak about and write about the major concepts in ecology.
3. Recognize the interconnections among the major concepts of ecology and human society.
4. Understand how empirical evidence (i.e., scientific data) supports or refutes concepts of ecology.
5. Connect the ecological concepts you learn in class relate to current environmental problems.
Prerequisites:
The prerequisites for this course are BIOL and BIOZ 151 and BIOL and BIOZ 152, each with a minimum
grade of C; and BIOL 200, MATH 200, MATH 201, STAT 210, STAT 212, STAT 314 or satisfactory score on
the VCU Mathematics Placement Test within the one-year period immediately preceding the beginning
of the course. Biology majors must have completed BIOL 200.
Course Materials and Contents
TEXTBOOK:
For this course BIOL 317 Ecology, we will adopt a FREE, online textbook based on the Introduction to
Ecology that has been revised and customized for BIOL 317 course this semester.
Huang, Ching-Yu; Crook-Hill, Janice; Collantes, Hugo; Darracq, Andrea K. (2018) Introduction to Ecology.
University of North Georgia, Dahlonega, Georgia, USA.
Please note that a revised version of selected Introduction to Ecology chapters is available to you via the
Top Hat platform. Students are recommended to access the revised version of Introduction to Ecology
modules for course content directly from the Top Hat.
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If you wish to have a printed copy of each learning module, you can open the learning module on the
Top Hat as Full Screen, use the "Print" feature on your web browser and save it as a PDF file.
Other Required Materials:
1. Ecology case studies: We will also use several case studies to help us connect ecological concepts we
learned to the real life application this semester. You will find the case studies are available to you on
Top Hat course platform.
2. Top Hat In-Class response system (Subscription required)
We will use Top Hat system for in-class response and record your attendance and
participation. All the powerpoint slides used during the lectures will be also available on
Top Hat for you to review after the lecture. Therefore, a subscription for a Top Hat
account is necessary. In order to participate through Top Hat during the lecture, you
will need to bring a laptop, tablet or smart phone (something that can text or access
the internet or support the Top Hat App) to every single class.
If you cannot do this or have some issue related to this, please contact me immediately so we can work
something out.
3. Packback Weekly Discussion Forum (Subscription required)
We will use Packback Discussion Forum to instill our scientific curiosity and
continue our scientific conversation outside the classroom. You will be required
to prepare ONE post in response to the posted question(s) and respond to two
students' remark every week. Please read the Packback discussion guideline and
Grading system for more details.
Instructional methods
This course is designed to be the "Flipped classroom" course. The "flipped
classroom" approach is that you will:
(1) Complete pre-lecture reading assignments and/or watch videos to get a
first exposure to course content before class.
(2) Then you will complete an online Top Hat pre-lecture quiz, post your
curiosity question/thoughts on Packback, and submit the required
assignment (if any) before arriving to class.
(3) We will spend class time on hands-on learning activities, individual project or group discussion to
deepen your understanding of course content. There will be pop quizzes during the class and exit quiz at
the end of each lecture to evaluate your participation.
You should be prepared to interact and take part in class discussions and exercises.
As such, the keys to success are for you to:
1. Be diligent and log in frequently. Tips: Log in every day and make your plans to work on course
materials at least 1-2 hours daily. Do not wait till last minute (or last few hours before the deadline) to
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complete all the assignments!
2. Read and follow the posted directions and instruction very carefully.
3. Attend the lecture and communicate frequently with me and your classmates.
Learning Modules
This course content is designed as a series of Learning Modules, and will be released to you throughout
the semester. You will find Module 1 open at the outset of the course.
You will begin with learning basic concepts and slowly build up essential knowledge for in-depth
discussions later in the semester. Be sure to check the "Overview Page" first for each module when it
opens; this contains the learning outcomes for each module and your task list for the week. Check the
weekly task list when it opens to better manage your time throughout the week to complete and submit
your work on time. The deadline for the pre-lecture reading and quizzes of each module are often set at
midnight (11:59 pm), Sunday or Tuesday, the day before our lecture.
The key to succeed in this course is how you use your study time, not how long you study. It is more
impactful when you space out your studying into several short periods of time over the week, rather
than one or two marathon (long hours) studying sections. Studies have shown that students experience
a more in-depth learning and retain much more when they break their studying on a daily basis! Our
lecture weekly discussion forums are designed to engage you into a deeper learning.
Reference:
Newport, C. (2006). How to become a straight-a student: the unconventional strategies real college
students use to score high while studying less. Three Rivers Press.
A typical module will consist of
1. Pre-lecture reading assignments from the textbook and corresponding pre-lecture quizzes (access via
Top Hat)
2. A written outline (Study Guides- also called learning objectives) to accompany the readings to help
you to organize your notes.
3. A Packback weekly discussion assignment (One post and two responses)
4. Other assignments (e.g. case studies, concept mapping, exercises, etc.)
Attendance Policies
Class attendance is important for your learning and performance (grade) for this
course. You are expected to attend each class and complete required assignments
and quizzes on time. Your attendance will be monitored throughout the semester
and attendance records may be required by administration office for certain
purposes, such as Financial Aid.
According to University’s “Student Attendance Regulations”, if the student who
continues to miss class and does not officially withdraw from the course, the instructor may withdraw
the student and assigned with a grade of W for nonattendance before the end of the first 10 weeks of
classes.
In order to encourage students' attendance, Attendance Policies are listed below:
Consequences for missing the class meetings (unexcused) are as follows:
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1. Students who have a total of 5 unexcused absence before the midterm ([Removed]) will be
withdrawn by Dr. Huang with a "W", regardless of student's total number of points.
2. Students with a total of _10 or more unexcused absence during the whole semester will NOT be
receiving any grade higher than a C, regardless of student's total number of points.
ABSOLUTELY NO MAKE-UP exams or quizzes, NO EARLY exams, and NO LATE assignments. In the case
of emergency or serious situations, official documents (such as doctor notes and a letter from your boss
or parents) are required.
An ambiguous situations a 50% late deduction may be applied if the student makes an effort to
promptly carry out the required work.
If you anticipate that you won’t be able to make class on a test day or due date, you are responsible to
communicate with the instructor beforehand (at least 14 days), fill out a Student Excused Absence &
Course Work Rescheduled Form with required documents, and make sure to follow-up by emails.
Please note that activities, assignments and assessments completed in class cannot be made up, if you
miss the class.
Tophat, Blackboard Use and Email:
Top Hat and Blackboard will be the main communication platforms for this class. Course
announcements, assigned reading materials, assignments, assessments and your scores will be posted
on Top Hat and Blackboard frequently. All the emails about this course MUST come through Blackboard
and VCU emails. Make sure you are able to access Top Hat and Blackboard for checking messages and
assignments at least twice a week.
Secure Attendance on Top Hat
You will need to ensure Top Hat has access to your location so that you can be marked as present or
participate the exams. When we takes Secure Attendance, you will be asked to enter and submit the 4digit attendance code. You will then see a screen asking you to allow Top Hat to access your location.
Click Allow in the browser pop-up window that appears and then click Verify my location to continue.
You can also set it up so your device allows Top Hat to access and verify your location via
Using a laptop browser to access Top Hat:
https://support.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Secure-Attendance-Browser-Permissions
Using a mobile app. to access Top Hat:
https://support.tophat.com/s/article/Student-Secure-Attendance-Mobile-Permissions
What to do when missed a class!
What to do if you miss a class:
1. Do NOT contact me or your preceptors about what you have missed in the
lecture!
2. Ask your classmates what topic was discussed and study the assigned
textbook reading and learning modules for the missed lecture.
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3. Write down the questions you have and attend office hours held by your preceptors or ask your
classmate who attended the lecture.
If this is an emergency, bring your Student Excused Absence & Course Work Rescheduled Form along
with the official documents to secure the full credits of the missed assignments or assessments, if
permitted. See below for the procedure.
4. If you still have questions after having completed steps 1- 3, then you should schedule an
appointment with Dr. Huang to have your questions answered. Steps 1-3 should be
completed within three days of the missed lecture.
I DO NOT respond to emails asking for lecture notes or information that has been addressed in the
syllabus, asking about grades or if “anything” happened in a class you missed.
Late assignments and missed exams:
There will be no make-ups for missed quizzes and exams. It is YOUR responsibility to take quizzes and
exams as scheduled.
Late assignments and missed exams due to UNFORTUNATE events or EMERGENCY
Students that miss assignment deadline, quizzes or exams because of serious illness, emergency or
personal hardship may be allowed for make-ups. However, students MUST report the incidents
IMMEDIATELY and request the possibility of make-ups within 3 days since the incident occurred.
When you request a make-up exam/quiz, you need to submit the following in your initial email to Dr.
Huang:
(1) A Student Excused Absence & Course Work Reschedule Request form (with required information
completely filled out) within 3 days since the incident/sickness occurred. Please detail your
legitimate excuse and reason in the email you send.
(2) An appropriate, official documentation to prove and document your absence or emergency must be
provided within 7 days since the date of the missed exam/quiz in order for the student to have the
opportunity to make it up.
An official documentation (such as doctor’s note, obituary, death certificate, etc.) has to include:
(a) the student's full name;
(b) the full name and contact information (phone number) of the witness (or the other involving party;
i.e. clinic doctor, police report, mechanical receipt, etc.)
(c) a description/document that is sufficient and explanatory for the incident or the emergency.
Students who would like to request the make-up assignment/exams have to complete the following:
Step 1:
Contact Dr. Huang with an email (describing the incident and their requests for particular make-up
assignment or exam) along with a completed Student Excused Absence & Course Work Request
form within 3 days since the incident occurred. (An official document should be included, if available
at the time.)
Step 2:
Submit the official document (It must include sufficient information which is listed above.) within one
week since the date of the missed exam/quiz, if not already included in the initial email you sent to Dr.
Huang.
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Step 3:
If a make-up assignment/exam is granted, student must follow up with Dr. Huang for the extended
deadline or to re-schedule the date and time for make-up exam. Any make-up exam or quiz has to be
completed within two weeks from the original stated deadline of missed exam/quiz. Students who did
not complete the make-up exam/quiz within two weeks timeline will NOT be allowed for
another extension for the make-up exam/quiz.
Students that miss the final exam because of serious illness, emergency or personal hardship will be
permitted to take a makeup exam as long as they present the appropriate documentation described
above within one week of the missed exam. However, because of the timing of the final exam, this may
be offered in the following semester. The make-up exam may be oral, essay, shorter, or longer than the
original final exam missed.
Late assignments, if accepted with all forms submitted, may be penalized with a deduction of 20% of the
total point value for each day (including weekends) when they are turned in late. Assignments that are
more than a week late will not be accepted.
Add/Drop, Withdrawal dates and information
This course is a Spring semester full session course.
Course starts: [Removed]
Last day for Add/Drop: [Removed]
Last day to withdraw: [Removed]
Course end date: [Removed]
Last Exam: [Removed]
Withdrawal Information:
You will not be automatically withdrawn from this course after missing a certain number of classes.
However, I reserve my right to withdraw a student who has missed more than 10 % of course meetings
(4 and more missed lectures) by the end of the first 10 weeks of classes with a grade of W. A grade
of WF will be assigned to students who stop attending (participating) classes after midpoint. If you do
not want to remain in this class, it’s your responsibility to fill out an on-line or paper withdrawal form.
Students can withdraw from classes using eServices. Failure to withdraw from classes by the end of the
first 10 weeks of classes could result in failing grades. You may withdraw from the course through
Banner for Spring 2019 before [Removed] with a grade of W. Any student who withdraws after the midpoint will be assigned a grade of WF, according to the student handbook.
Before withdrawing from classes, students should consult their instructor as well as other appropriate
university offices. Withdrawing from classes may negatively impact a student’s financial aid award and
his or her semester charges. To discuss financial aid and the student bill, visit the Student Services
Center at 1015 Floyd Avenue (Harris Hall) and/or contact your financial aid counselor regarding the
impact on your financial aid. Contact information for the University Financial Aid Office is
available online.
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Class Evaluation:
Class evaluations at VCU are conducted on-line through Banner. Evaluation of the class is considered a
component of the course and students should access and complete the course evaluation prior to final
exam. The evaluations will be accessible beginning one week prior to Final Exam week.
General Expectation

In this course, I encourage you to:
(1) be creative and curious
(2) be communicative
(3) use critical thinking skill for problem solving
(4) collaborate with your classmate to achieve your goals
If you are having trouble with a particular concept, or just have general questions about the material we
are covering, please reach me using the “office hours” discussion forum on Blackboard. If you have some
personal matter and would like to speak in person, the best way to reach me is through VCU email
or email me for an appointment. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL IT IS TOO LATE. Therefore, time is the essence if
you want resolve the issues in order to achieve the grade you want.
There is no extra credit offered in this course.
Participation:
Frequent participation in and beyond the class is essential. You should attend the lecture, log in to the
course at least three times each week; checking in daily is best. This will help you stay engaged with the
course and keep yourself up-to-date on any course-related announcements.
Timeliness:
While we inevitably will have some legitimate delays (power outages, networks being down, military
duties), you should still be prepared to deliver your work by the stated deadlines. Because most
assessments and assignments are available for multiple days, extensions and make-ups are very unlikely
permitted by Dr. Huang. If you have a problem getting internet access or anticipate a delay, let me know
as soon as possible.
Please note that I do not accept power outages, networks being down, etc. that occurs on the day of
the stated deadline (or a few hours before the deadline) as legitimate excuse for extension or makeups.
To ensure timeliness:
1. Make note of deadlines so you are always aware when assignments are due.
2. Do not wait until the last minute to prepare or submit assignments. Technical problems have a way
of striking when you are close to a deadline.
3. Have a backup plan in case your computer crashes or you lose Internet connectivity.
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For example, most libraries, both academic and public, have free Internet access for patrons, with
computers provided. Many businesses, such as coffee shops and fast food restaurants, have free
Internet access via WiFi if you provide your own laptop computer.
If you have any technique issues on Blackboard or campus internet connection, please contact IT help
desk!
Evaluation and Grading System
Your knowledge of the course materials will be evaluated by using a
combination of
(1) Online exams and quizzes (Blackboard):
The online exams and quizzes may include a traditional format of multiplechoice questions, multiple-answer questions, matching, short answer and fillin-the-blank questions. You will have a practice quiz after most (if not all) of
weekly learning modules, plus four exams. The quizzes and exams will cover
materials from the assigned textbook readings, supplemental articles, and
other hands-on assignments. Quizzes and exam questions are tightly aligned
with the learning objectives and goals of each module. Please use the concept
lists (Learning objectives) provided in each module to help you to organize and summarize the
information you have learned, as well as to connect and apply to the real life examples provided in the
modules.
Quizzes:
Quizzes for learning modules will be available for you to take through Blackboard. You are expected to
complete these quizzes individually, and they are closed notes/text (unless it’s stated otherwise in the
instructions). Quizzes will be timed and each of them has a designated deadline (Please check course
announcements for deadlines.).
Exams:
Please mark the exam dates listed in the Class Schedule on your calendar. These dates are NOT subject
to change, so be sure to make personal travel plans accordingly to avoid a conflict. For each learning
module, there will be one quiz to help you assess your understanding of the covered materials.
For all the online exams and quizzes, you are expected to take exams/quizzes independently and you are
NOT allowed to use your notes, your book, external web sites, or any other resources during an exam.
DATE, TIME AND LOCATION FOR EXAMS:
Exam 1
(ONLINE Blackboard exam, Respondus Lockdown Browser required):
Date: lecture time, [Removed]
Exam 2
(ONLINE Blackboard exam, Respondus Lockdown Browser required):
Date: lecture time, [Removed]
Exam 3
(ONLINE Blackboard exam, Respondus Lockdown Browser required):
Date: lecture time, [Removed]
Exam 4
(ONLINE Blackboard exam, Respondus Lockdown Browser required):
Date: [Removed]
You will not be able to take the exam outside the designated date/time.
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THERE IS NO FINAL FOR THIS COURSE BUT ALL EXAMS ARE COMPREHENSIVE IN NATURE. This means
that each test will build upon the material in preceding test.
(2) Pre-lecture Assignments (Top Hat):
For each learning module, you are required to complete the quizzes for the assigned reading. On the
Top Hat, you should find quiz questions or discussion board embedded within the reading materials.
They are essential to prepare you for the lecture before you attend the class. The pre-lecture
assignments are often due midnight the day before the lecture.
(3) Weekly Discussions (Packback):
Short critical thinking questions and discussion are also included in this course, so that you can
demonstrate your problem-solving ability and express your scientific curiosity and your understanding of
the materials.
Every week I will post a brief introduction about the lectures for the week. I often post one or two key
questions to challenge you to think further! Students are encouraged to respond to the posted
questions with their own thoughts and experiences. If you have any questions about a particular topic,
you are also encouraged to post them by including your question with an elaborated description, your
thought process or your personal experience. Make sure you read the Guideline before you post!
You may consider that the Packback weekly lecture discussion forums are our curiosity chat room.
Each student is required to post at least one original question on the weekly discussion forum (every
week) that is either
- your response to Dr. Huang's key questions (post it by clicking "Ask a new question")
- your question about a particular concept or topic in the lecture (post it by clicking "Ask a new
question")
AND two responses to other students' posts by the end of the week. (post your response by clicking
"Add responses" to the post you are replying)
Please note that you must include an elaborated description and explanation, your thought process or
your personal experience that related to the question in your post!
If you have a question regarding the instruction of the assignments or the course, please post it on "Ask
Dr. Huang a question-Office Hours" discussion forum.
The goal of the weekly lecture discussion is to provide students a virtual chatroom for a thoughtful and
engaging discussion on what we learn for the week, what we want to know and what we don't know
about biology. Please feel free to ask questions that you need help for more clarification. Some students
may encounter the same problem, and sometime they may already find a solution (or better way to
approach to it) and can share with you. Use this discussion board as a way to instill our curiosity and
scientific literacy, as well as help each other to learn. You will have fun here!
Your responses (One post and two comments) will be graded for timeliness, curiosity and quality.
The Packback discussion forum has a grading rubric associated with it. See "Packback Subscription and
Guideline" webpage for more information.
It is extremely important (and to your benefit) to look at the grading rubric prior to participating, so you
are aware of how you will be assessed and ensure the full credit.
Communication on an online discussion board requires special consideration. Please read Netiquette:
Communication rules for online discussion before you participate in discussion boards.
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(4) Other assignments:
I may also ask you to submit other writing assignment, which may include: reports of newspaper/journal
articles, small papers and/or concept mapping. You will be graded for these (Assignments portion of
your grade). Check course announcement for the assigned homework.
Grades:
Attendance
5%
Pre-lecture Assignments
10%
Packback weekly discussion
10%
Quizzes and assignments (drop the lowest grade)
15%
In-class Participation
20%
(Top Hat in-class quizzes and discussion; correctness and participation)
Three exams
20%
Last exam
20%
Total points
100%
Grading scale:
A
90-100%
B
80-89%
C
70-79%
D
60-69%
F
<60%
Blackboard will calculate your grade automatically as I post grades.
Please do not ask me about what grade you have in the course —you can look under the “My Grades”
tab to see your current grade.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Netiquette: Rules for online communication
Communication in an online class takes special consideration. Please read the short list of tips below.
(Source: www.touro.edu)
Before posting your question to a discussion board, check if anyone has asked it already and received a
reply. Just as you wouldn’t repeat a topic of discussion right after it happened in real life, don’t do that
in discussion boards either.
Stay on topic – Don’t post irrelevant links, comments, thoughts, or pictures.
Don’t type in ALL CAPS! If you do, it will look like you’re screaming.
Don’t write anything that sounds angry or sarcastic, even as a joke, because without hearing your tone
of voice, your peers might not realize you’re joking.
Always remember to say “Please” and “Thank you” when soliciting help from your classmates.
Respect the opinions of your classmates. If you feel the need to disagree, do so respectfully and
acknowledge the valid points in your classmate’s argument. Acknowledge that others are entitled to
have their own perspective on the issue.
If you reply to a question from a classmate, make sure your answer is accurate! If you’re not 100% sure
when the paper is due, DO NOT GUESS! Otherwise, you could really mess things up for your classmates
and they will not appreciate it.
If you ask a question and many people respond, summarize all answers and post that summary to
benefit your whole class.
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9. Be brief. If you write a long dissertation in response to a simple question, it’s unlikely that anyone will
spend the time to read through it all.
10. Don’t badmouth others or call them stupid. You may disagree with their ideas, but don’t mock the
person.
11. If you refer to something your classmate said earlier in the discussion, quote just a few key lines from
their post so that others won’t have to go back and figure out which post you’re referring to.
12. Before asking a question, check the class FAQs or search the internet to see if the answer is obvious or
easy to find.
13. Check the most recent comments before you reply to an older comment, since the issue might have
already been resolved or opinions may have changed.
14. Be forgiving. If your classmate makes a mistake, don’t badger him or her for it. Just let it go – it happens
to the best of us.
15. Run a spelling and grammar check before posting anything to the discussion board. It only takes a
minute, and can make the difference between sounding like a fool and sounding knowledgeable.
RULE OF THUMB: If you wouldn’t do or say something in real life, don’t do it online either.
Students who violate one or more of the communication rules listed above may receive point deduction
for his/her discussion assignment and/or violate VCU Student Code of Conduct.
For a more detailed description of what constitutes good netiquette, please visit "15 Rules of
Netiquette for Online Discussion Boards" by Touro College
at http://blogs.onlineeducation.touro.edu/15-rules-netiquette-online-discussion-boards/
Academic Integrity and Student Code of Conduct

•
•
•
•
•

VCU Honor System: Upholding Academic Integrity
The VCU Honor System policy describes the responsibilities of students, faculty and administration in
upholding academic integrity, while at the same time respecting the rights of individuals to the due
process offered by administrative hearings and appeals. According to this policy, "Members of the
academic community are required to conduct themselves in accordance with the highest standards of
academic honesty and integrity." In addition, "All members of the VCU community are presumed to
have an understanding of the VCU Honor System and are required to:
Adhere to the Honor System policy and its procedures;
Report any suspicion or knowledge of possible violations of the Honor System;
Answer truthfully when called upon to do so regarding Honor System matters;
Maintain appropriate confidentiality related to Honor System matters.
Harassing, pressuring, or intimidating any Reporting Party, Respondent, or other party involved in a
pending matter will not be tolerated and may result in disciplinary action under the appropriate
university policy, such as the Student Code of Conduct or policies governing harassment.
More information can be found at in the VCU Honor System.
NOTE: It is against the VCU Honor Code to sell, solicit or purchase any reproductions or facsimiles of
course content on-line without authorized consent from the textbook publishing companies or the
course instructor. This includes any and all lecture notes, figures, pictures or supplemental
instructional materials supplied by the instructor during lecture or via Blackboard.
Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism
Cheating includes any attempt to defraud, deceive or mislead the instructor in arriving at an honest
graded assessment. Plagiarism is a form of cheating that involves presenting the ideas or work of
another as one’s own. Violation of the Academic Honesty Policy will result in a grade of zero for the test,
essay, assignments, or exam for the first time. The second offense will result in a grade of “F” for this
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course and a formal charge of Academic Dishonesty will be submitted to the campus Dean for Student
Services. (More information on Academic honesty policy can be found in Student Code of Conduct on
UNG website.)
Examples of academic dishonesty include:
Receiving or providing unauthorized assistance on examinations.
Using unauthorized materials during an examination.
Altering an exam and submitting it for re-grading.
Plagiarism: copy answer from another student’s work and using materials from other sources without
citations.
Fabricating data or references.
Using false excuses to obtain extensions of time or to skip coursework.
Plagiarism Statement:
I reserve the right to use any means necessary to detect cheating and/or plagiarism. Grade penalties
may be assessed at the professor's discretion when plagiarism is detected.
Plagiarism and Turnitin.com:
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual
similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as
source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism
of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Terms and Conditions of Use posted on
the Turnitin.com site.
Student Conduct in the Classroom & Disruptive behavior
According to the Faculty Guide to Student Conduct in Instructional Settings, "The university is a
community of learners. Students, as well as faculty, have a responsibility for creating and maintaining an
environment that supports effective instruction. In order for faculty members (including graduate
teaching assistants) to provide and students to receive effective instruction in classrooms, laboratories,
studios, online courses, and other learning areas, the university expects students to conduct themselves
in an orderly and cooperative manner." Among other things, cell phones and electronic devices can be
only used solely for class participation purpose. The Student Code of Conduct also prohibits the
possession of or carrying of any weapon (For more information, check VCU Weapon Regulation)
Students who exhibit behaviors that are considered to obstruct or disrupt the class or learning activities
will be considered disruptive behavior under the University Policy. Disruptive behavior includes sleeping,
habitual tardiness, interrupting others, talking out of turn, inappropriate language, verbal behavior that
is disrespectful to other students or the instructor, or other behaviors that consider disruptive. Students
who exhibit disruptive behavior will be given verbal warning and may be temporarily dismissed from the
class by the instructor. The instructor will meet with the student to discuss and develop a corrective
behavior to prevent future disruptions. If three or more violations are found from the student, the
instructor will prepare a written complaint (charge) directed to the Office of Student Conduct and
Academic Integrity (OSCAI). Once the charge has been submitted, the Director of OSCAI or designee will
review the charge and appoint a Student Conduct Administrator to complete an investigation. Specific
details on policy and procedures are outlined in Student Code of Conduct on VCU website.
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Useful Resources and University Statements
The required syllabus statements originally included here are maintained by the Office of the Provost
and are regularly updated. To prevent the dissemination of information which may no longer be
accurate or complete, the full text of the required syllabus statements have been removed from this
document.
Students should visit http://go.vcu.edu/syllabus and review all syllabus statement information. The full
university syllabus statement includes information on safety, registration, the VCU Honor Code, student
conduct, withdrawal and more.
Supplemental Instruction (SI) and Preceptors
SI and preceptors are university/Biology programs designed to ensure that students get the help and
support they need for this course. The SI sessions and preceptors’ office hours are regularly scheduled
and open to anyone enrolled in this course. Attendance at these sessions is voluntary, but extremely
beneficial for those who attend weekly. SI facilitators will help you understand the course material and
help you develop good study habits.
Special details of this syllabus may be subject to change upon announcement by the instructors! You
should expect some slight shifts in which chapters we cover each week. Attend classes and check
Blackboard for announcements on such changes.
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BIOL 317 Ecology Spring 2019 Tentative Course Schedule:
Weeks
1

Topics

[Removed]

1. Syllabus, course policies and scientific literacy
2. Ecology, adaptation and biogeography

[Removed]
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Pre-lecture reading
assignments
(Check Bb for
assignments)

- BIOL 317 Syllabus
- Module 1

3

[Removed]

1. Jan. 21: MLK Day! No classes.
2. Ecology, adaptation and biogeography
Terrestrial biomes and Aquatic biomes

4

[Removed]

Behavioral ecology and reproductive strategies

- Module 3

[Removed]

1. Exam #1 (Modules 1-3)
2. Population demography
1. Life histories
2. Population growth and regulation

- Exam #1
- Module 4.1
- Module 4.2
- Module 4.3

Population growth and regulation

- Module 4.3

2

5
6
7
8
9

[Removed]
[Removed]
[Removed]
[Removed]
[Removed]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

- Module 2

No classes. Spring break!
1. Human population
2. Exam #2 (Comprehensive M1-3; Module 4)
1. Community Ecology: Predation and herbivory
2. Competition
NOTE: March 22: last day to withdraw with a “W”

[Removed]

- Module 1

- Module 4.4
- Exam #2
- Module 5.1
- Module 5.2

1. Parasitism and Mutualism
2. Community structure and succession

- Module 5.3
- Module 5.4

Movement of energy in ecosystem

- Module 6

[Removed]

1. Exam #3 (Comprehensive M1-4; Modules 5-6)
2. Movement of element in ecosystems (Carbon)

- Exam #3
- Module 7

[Removed]

1. Movement of element in ecosystems (Carbon)
2. Movement of element in ecosystems (Nitrogen)

- Module 7
- Module 8

[Removed]

1. Movement of element in ecosystems (Nitrogen)
2. Movement of element in ecosystems (Phosphorus)

- Module 8
- Module 9

Global biodiversity and conservation biology

- Module 10

[Removed]

[Removed]
[Removed]

Exam #4 (Comprehensive M1-6; Modules 7-10)
[Removed]
Specific details of this syllabus may be subject to change upon announcement by the instructor! You
should expect some slight shifts in which modules we cover each week. Attend classes and check
Blackboard for announcements on such changes.
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